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David Paterson as senator and
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New York.”

One issue where | am

Are You Ready to Go Digital?

February 17, 2009 is the
deadline set by congress to
switch from analog broad-
casting to digital television.
If you own an analog TV,
which mainly relies on an
antenna rather than cable or
satellite to receive TV sig-
nals , you’ll either have to
switch to a digital model or
buy a converter box that
changes the digital signal
back to analog.

tials, and leadership to be an exemplary

governor of New York.”

resource
to our
district and it is important that

the funding for SROs be kept in

the state budget. This week
you will find letters that were
written to Senator Nozzolio,
Assemblyman Oaks, and Gov-
ernor Paterson asking to keep
funding for School Resource
Officers. Please take the time

and constitutional amendments,
as well as NYSUT leadership
positions which are all up for
election. The WTA also has its
leadership positions up for elec-
tion this year. The first election
is for officers. These nomina-
tion forms are in your mail-
box now and are due March
28.

Enjoy the long weekend,

today to sign all three of these Jason Carter

These converter
boxes will range in cost
from $50—$75.00 each.
The federal government is
helping to defray this cost
by providing coupons.
Households may request up
to two $40.00 coupons to go
toward the purchase of two
converter boxes (1 coupon
per box). The deadline to
apply for these coupons is
this month—MARCH

31st!!! You can call 1-888-
388-2009 or go on line at
www.dtv.gov to request
your coupons or get more
information.

If you are a cable or satellite
TV subscriber you will not
be affected by this transi-
tion. If you are like me—
act now and request 2 cou-
pons, just incase your friend
like me forgets!

OE -Stephanie Mordaci had a
baby girl, Caroline Rose Mor-
daci, March 4th!

KUDOS to everyone who
was involved with the Family
Feud Basketball Game. De-
spite the weather, $1900 was
raised for the WTA Scholar-
ship Fund! The highest total
in 5 years and the history of
the Family Feud! Scott Par-
tridge and Greg Geesler know
how to organize one hot
event! WTA thanks you es-
pecially for sharing your crea-
tivity and inspiration!

What do Miss Becky Walzer,
Mr. Mike Lester, Ms. Jessica
Kleindienst, Mr. Andy Struzik,
Ms. Jackie Courtney, & Mr.
Jay Gauthier all share in com-
mon? Recognition as teach-
ers of influence from the sen-




The 3 R’s: Remarks, Reminders, and Relief!

3rd Thursday: March .

20th—3 for 11IWTA “‘%‘ ) .
&765 .

Nominations, 403B
Issues acted upon/resolved:

OMNI distribution of 403 B funds
Cancer screening release time

forms, and SRO Letters! Domestic partner agreements

And don’t forget the donuts

Tiffany)!

(Tiffany) e Reviewed suggested school calendar
for 2008-09.

Issues currently being discussed / ex- e Clarified concerns about tutoring as

plored: provided by staff.

e Monitoring implementation of law

changes regarding tenure process.
g J g P Rule of thumb #46: “Be the change in

the world that you want to see—become
active in your union!”

e Part time staff and superintendent’s
conference days.

Dates to Remember:
March 28th—WTA officer & At Large
Negotiators nominations due.

March 31st—deadline to request digital
TV coupons.
April 9-12th NYSUT RA in NYC

NYSUT Field Representative:

Jeff Trout (585)454-5550
jtrout@nysutmail.org

Rochester Service Center/Union Place
30 N. Union St.—suite 302 il .

Rochester, NY 14607
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Tom Siembor, WTA'’s roving lobbyist,
reporting on his recent trip to Albany
states:

all property tax.
This would result
in a drop in reve-
nue over time.
Both Assembly- #
man Oaks and ‘
Sen. Nozzolio are not in favor, but we
are watching to see if Patterson re-
news this idea. NYSUT needs your
help to challenge this idea. Tell your
legislators to vote “No”. There are
other ways to save money. Tax caps
are already causing layoffs in
Oswego County schools.

SRO'’s : Fight the loss of
SRO'’s. It's not to save money, it's to
put more uniformed police in urban

Gov. David Patterson is off to
great start-looks like he’s going to shelf
some of the controversial budget items
Spitzer introduced. That may be a
really good thing.

NYSUT reps were out in force
and made a very professional and very
concerted showing on Lobbying Day.
Most legislators made time for us,
unlike in the past, when we spoke to
interns, like the rest of the lobbyists.

Property Tax Cap: a very con-
troversial idea of Gov. Spitzer's to cap

NASU

A Usrionr of Professionals
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NATIONAL
EDUCATION
ASSOCIATION

= crime areas (Project Impact). We
lose a valuable resource. Senator

urban areas from rural, and most of
his constituents are rural.

SUNY/CUNY issues, commu-
nity colleges: NYSUT is working to cre-
ate more full-time professors in these
schools, and stop the flow of $$$ from
the lottery away from education.

NYSUT is your union. There is
strength in numbers-why else would
Wal-Mart try so hard to bust the un-
ion?

# GREAT PUBLIC SCHOOLS FOR EVERY CHILD
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Every program endorsed by NYSUT Member Benefits
Trust is researched, designed and monitored to

enhance your lifestyle.

With the group buying power represented by more than
535,000 members, we're able to offer quality products
and services that are competitively priced.

Insurance Benefits
Term Life

Catastrophe Major
Medical

Dizakility

Personal Property and
Liability (Umbrella)
Long-Term Care
Fetiree Denial Plan
WrapBlan® Term Life
Insurance Coordination
Plan

Accidental Death &
Digmemberment

Vigion Plan

Financial Benefits

Mortgages
Equifax Credit Watch™
Gold

Conzumer Cradil
Counseling Service

Legal Services
Legal Service Plan

Retiree Legal Saervice
Plan

- M
Prefarred Savings Flus™

Discount Benefits
OfficeMax Retail Connect™
Bose™ - New!

Cell Computers

Barnes & Moble.com
‘Working Advantage
[Discount Tickets)
Lifeling Medical Alert Service

Car Renials - Alamo, Avis,
Budget & Heriz

Six Flags

The Buyer's Edge Buying
Service

Heat USA

Other Services

MAP - Member Assistance
Program

MetDESK (Division of Estate
Planning for Special Kids}

Payroll & Pension Deduction
Consumer's Guides
Defansive Driving

ldentity Theft Workzhops

To request more information, please call:

(800) 626-8101

E-mail us at: benefitsi@nysutnail.org or visit us
on the Web at wew.memberbenefits.nysulorg.
Some benefifz may nof be available in all jocal azzociafions.
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